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PROVIDING FOR THE SALE AND LEASE OF 80HOOL AND OTHER
PUBLIC LANDS.

3 Bxo.
Defines landa embraced in thisact. If 14, Commissioner of Land OMce to lense lnnds—
2. Commissionor of General Land Otlice vested with | Terr.s, ele,, of leane,
power to make regulations with the approval of 15. A}Lpllcnlions to lease, how made—Lenue extended
overaor, eta,—Duties of Attorney-General, ete. | y the Commissloner—Eale of leased lands, ete,

3. Appolntment of agents, thelr dutles, ete.—~Clugsl- | 16. Regulating payment of money due on lenres and
fication of lands, ete. necounts thereof,

4. More fully defining and describing the duties of | 17, Terminating lease for non-puyment—Lien of Stute
ngents, to secure payment of vents.

5. Regulates sales of classified lunds—To be sold to 18, Presenibing penalties for unlawfully appropriating,
actual settlers only—Prohibits sales to corpora. ete,, suid lands.~Extradition of offenders ~Detl.
tions, nitlong, ete,

6. Notificatlon of valuation of lands snd manner of 19. Section 14 not to apply to gathering stock for
keeping record of sime, shipment, ete.

7. Reguiates quantitios, minlmum prices, ete, ot 2, Governor may reqguire Attorney-General to bring
1ands to bo sold. sults agnlnst persones unlawhilly enclosing lands,

8 Privileges and restrictions relating to nctual set- Yenue of such suits—0ther duties of Governor,
tiers in purchasing lands, 21, Provides for gntes, ete.—~As to driving cattle herds
9. Bales to bo made by Commussloner of Genernl in transit through leased lands.
Land Otlice~—Furtti:r regulates his dutles—Also 22. Lensing or withholding from lease agricultural
roquirements affecting ‘)urchn.sern. Intuds, ete.
10. Conditlons precedent to lssnance of patents—As 23. 0,000 nppropriated out of schiool funds, ote., to,
to sales by purchasers, ete, defray expense of excuting this act.
11, Forfeltures for non-payment, ete. 2. Leaseholds wider this nct exetnpt from tax.tion,
12, Records and accounts to he kept by Commissloner 25 Rights of lessees under former liwa,
of Land Office and Trensurer, 26. Repenling elause~Iooks, ete., of Lund Board to be
13. Timber lands, prico and regulations by Commia- leposited with C tasl of Land Oftice,

sioner aa to sale of, or tiraber thereon.

CHAP, 99.—[8. & B. No. 219.] An Act to provide for tho sale of ull lands herotofore
or Loreaftor aurveyed and set apurt for the benofit of the Public Freo Schools, tho Univer-
sity, and tho sevoral Asylums, aud the lease of such lunds and of the public lands of the
State, and to prevent thoe frce use, occupaney, unlawful onclosure, or unlawful appropri-
ation of such lands, and to prescribe and provide adequate penalties therefor.

Secrton 1. Be it enucled by the Legislature of the Stule of Texas: That
ull lands heretofure or hereafter surveyed and set apart for the bonefit of
the Public Free Schools, the University, the Lunatic Asylum, the Blind
Asylum, the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, and the Orphan Asylumn, shall be
gold and leased under the provisions of this act.

Skc. 2. The Commissioner of the General Land Ofiice is hereby vested
with all the power and authority necessary to carry into effect the provis.
ions of this act, and shall have full charge and direction of all matters por-
taining to the sale and lease of said lands, and their protection from free
uso and occupancy, and from unlawful enclosure, with such oxceptions and
under such restrictions as may bo imposed by the provisions of this act or
by the Constitution of the State. He shall, as soon as practicable, adopt
such regualations not inconsistent with the Constitution or this act as may be
deemed necessary for carrying into effect the provisions of this act, and
may, from time to time, alter or amend such regulations so as to protect
the public interest; but all regulations shall be submitted to the Governor
for his approval before adoption or promulgation. He shall adopt all
necessary forms of applications for sales or leases, and all other forms nee-
essary or proper for the transaction of the business imposed upon him by
this act, including the forms of leases, receipts, and acquittances, and may
fromn time to time call upon the Attorney-General to prepatre stich forins, and
it shall be the duty of that officer to furnish the Commissioner of the Gen.
oral Land Office with such advico and legal assistance as may be requisite
for the due execution of the provisions of this act; and it shall be the duty
of such Commissioner to call upon the Attorncy-General for advice when.
ever there is any doubt as to the meaning of this act or any provisions
thereof,

Sko. 3. Assoon as may be practicable after the passage and approval
of this act, the Commissioner of the General Land Offico shall cause all the
lands belonging to the several funds named in this act, which may be in
demand for immediate settlement, to be carefully and skillfully classified
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and valued; and for this purpose hie may appoint, with the approval of the
Govornor, such nuinber of competent State agents as may be necessary to
effect such classification and valuation; and he shall cause such classifica.
tion and valuation to be made of the remainder of such lands from time to
time as the same may come into demand for actual settlement; and with
the approval of the Governor he may allow ruch componsation to said State
agents as may be just and proper, not to exceed the sum of one hundred
and fifty dollars per month and necessary expenses for subsistence. He may
also appoint such other assistance as may be found necessary to accomplish
such classification and appraisement and. the sale or lease of the lands; but
no State agents or other appointments shall be made in the absence of an
appropriation by law to cover such expenditure, and the State shall not he
linble for any expenditure of this charactar incurred in the excess of cur-
rent appropriations.

Sre. 4. Tt shall be the duty of such State agents as may be appointed
under the provisions of this act, under such regulations and instructions as
may be proscribed by the Commissioner of the General Land Oflice, to
classify all the 1ands belonging to the several funds mentioned in this act,
as prescribed in Section 3, lying in the particular territory to which such
agent may be assigned, into agrienltural, pasture, and tiraber lands; and
for this purpose they shall carefully examine the same, and after such ex-
amination they shall prepare an accurate plat of each section, showing the
relative proportions of timber and open land on such section, and their sit-
untion, also the quality of the soil, the topography of the land, and the
quality and kind of :imber, and the strcams and other sources of water
supply, and their location, noting suth streams as may be permanent water,
und such other facts as may be important; and from time to time, as may
be preseribed by tho Commissioner of the General Land Oifice, such agent
shall prepare and forward to the Commissioner, with such plats, a tabu.
lated statement of all the lands in any particular locality, with the value of
each section; and such plats and reports shall be filed in the General Land
Office as n part of the records of said office; but nothing in this section
contained shall bo construed to require a classification of lands already
classified under former lawsg, if such classification is satisfactory to the
Commissioner.,

Sko. 5. When any portion of said land has been classified to the satis
faction of the Commissioner, under the provisions of this act or former laws,
such lands shall be subject to sale, but to actual settlers only, and in quanti-
ties of not less than one hundred and sixty acres and in multiples thereof,
nor moroe than six hundred and forty acres: Provided, That when there is &
fraction of less than one hundred and sixty acres of any section left, such
fraction may be sold; but lands classified as purely pasture lands, and with.
out permancnt water thereon, may be sold in quantities not to oxceed four
sections to tho same settler, and in no event shall sale be made to a corpo-
ration either foreign or domestic; and all sales to a settler shall ba upon the
express condition that any sale, transfer, or conveyanco of such land to a
corporation, either immediate or remote, shall /pso facto terminate the title
of tho purchaser, and such land shall be forfeited to the State without
re-entry, and become again a part of the particular fund to which it for-
merly belonged. ' '

Sro. 6. It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the Genoral Land
Office to notify in writing the county clerk of each county of the valuation
fixed upon each section of land in his county, and in each county attached
to it for judicial purposes, which he offers for sale, which notification shall
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be kept by the clerk in his office and recorded in a well bound book, which
shall be open to public inspection, .

Sro. 7. All lands belonging to the public free schools, university, and
the several asylum funds, shall be sold at not less than two dollurs per acre.
All sections of lands having permanent water on, or bordering thereon, shall
ba sold at not less than three dollars per acre, and no less than one hun.
dred and sixty acres shall be sold, except in cases where a fractional part of
a section less than one hundred and sixty acres is unsold, in which caso the
entire fractional part of such survey shall be sold: Provided, That no
. watered portion of any section shall be sold unless there is perimunent water
on, or bordering on, the part of said section remaining unsold; and all tim-
ber land shall be sold at not less than live dollas per acre. By timber
lands, as here used, is meant lands valuable chiefly for the timber thereon.

Stc. 8. Any bona fide actual settler who may reside on any part of the
lands thoe sale of which is authorized by this act, at the time this act may
go into cffect, shall have the right, for a period of six months after the same
shall have been appraised, to purchase such quantity of land as may be
limited by this act, to include his improvements, upon complying with the
provisions of this act regulating sales as in other cages, and such lands shall
be appraised without roference to the immprovements thereon: Provided,
That any bona fide settler who owns one section, and no more, prior to this
enactment, shall have the right to purchase three dry and strictly pastural
sections, upon his making oath that he is not acting in collusion with others
for the purpose of buying the land for any other person or corporation, snd
that no other person or corporation is directly or indirectly interested in
the purchase of the same: Provided further, That any purchaser and
actual settler upon any of tho public free school, university, and asylum
lands, under any former law, who, for any cause, has failed to pay the prin.
cipal and interest, or either, due the Stato upon such land, on the first day
of August, A. 1. 1886, and by reason of such failure or default such pur-
chaser’s land has or may be forfeited to the State, such purchaser shall
have the prior right for six months from the date this act takes effect to
purchase his said land, at such price ag the unpaid principal at the time of
default and the interest due thereon under such former purchase up to
the time he purchases under this xct shall aggregato.  And such purchaser
shall in all other respects be governed by the samne penalties, restrictions,
and requirements enjoined by this act npon other purchasers and actual
settlers. .

Seo. 9. All sales shall be mado by the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, or under his direction, and he shall prescribe suitable regula-
tions whereby all purchasers shall bo required to reside upon, as a home,
the land purchased by them, for three consecutive years next succeeding
the dat» of their purchase. Such regulations shall require the purchaser to
regide upon the land for the three consecntive years herein mentioned, and
to make proper proof of such residence and occupancy to the Commissioner
of the Genoral Land Office within one year next after the expiration of
said three years, by his affidavit, corroborated by the affidavits of three dis-
interested and credible citizens of the county, to be certified to by some
officer of the county wherein the land is situated, authorized to administer
oaths, Any person desiring to purchase land in accordance with the pro-
visions of this act, shull forward his application to the Commissioner, par-
ticularly describing the land sought to be purchased, which application shall,
in all cases, be accompanied with the alfidavit of the applicant, in effect that
he desires to purchase the land for a home, and has in good faith settled
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thereon; and he shall also swear that he is not acting in collusion with oth.
ors for thg purpose of buying the land for any other person or corporation,
and that no other person or corporation is interested in the purchase save
himself. The purchaser shall transmit to the Treasurer of the State one-
fortieth of the aggregate purchase money for the particular tract of land
and send to the Commissioner his ubligation to the State, duly executed,
und binding the purchaser to pay to the State, on the first day of August of
each year thereafter, until the whole purchase money is paid, one-fortieth-
of the aggrogate price, with interest thereon fromn date at tho rate of five
per cent per annum on the whole unpaid purchase money, which interest
shall also Lo payable on the first day of August of cach year; and upon re.
ceipt of une-fortieth of the purchase money by the Treasurer, and the affi-
davit and obligation aforesaid by the Commissioner, the sale shall be
deemed and held effective from the date the affidavit and obligation are
filed in the General Land Office: Provided, That if the land applied for be
timbered lond, then the purchaser shall be required to pay the full amount
- of the purchase money at the time of his purchase.

Seo. 10. All purchagers shall have the option of paying the purchase
money for their lands in full at any time after they have oceupied the same
for threo consecutive years; and whon they have made such payment in
full, together with the proof that thoy have occupied the land and home.
stoad for three consecutive years, they shall be entitled to receive patents
for the snme upon payment of the patent fees preseribed by law. = Purchas.
ors may also sell their lands at any time after sale is effected under this act,
and in such cases the vendee, or any subsequent véndee, may file his own
obligation with the Commissioner of the General Land Office, together with
the duly authenticated conveyance, or transfer, from the original purchaser,
and the intermediate vendee's conveyance or transfer, if any there be, duly
recorded in the county whore the land lies, or to which it may be attached
for judicial purposes, together with his affidavit stating that he desires to
purchase the land for a home, and that he has in good faith scttled thereon,
and that he is not acting in collusion with others for the purpose of buying
the land for any other person or corporation, and that no other person or
corporation is interested in the purchase save himself; and thereupon the
original obligation may be surrendered or cuncelled, and the vendee shall
become the purchaser direct from the State, and be subject to all the obli-
gations and penalties prescribed by this act, and the original purchaser
shall be absolved from further liability thercon:  Provided, That whenever
a town shall e located and established upon any land sold under this or
any former act, the purchaser or his vendee shall be permitted to pay the
entire balance of principal and interest due the State upon such land,
and obtain a patent therefor at any time; but no such payment shall be
permitted or patent issue until such purchaser or owner of such land shall
file in the General Land Office a certified plat of such town, made by the
proper surveyor of the county, which shall be aceompanied by the affidavit
of the owner of such land, eorroborsted by the affidavit of five disinterested
and credible citizens of the county, to the effect that a town, giving its
name, has been located and established upon the land, and that there has
been erected therein, and being occupied by dona fide citizens, twenty busi-
ness and residence houses, or either qr both,

Sec. 11. If upon the first day of August of any year the interest due '
on any obligation remains unpaid, the Commissioner of the General Land
Office shall endorse on such obligation “land forfeited,” and shall cause an
entry to that effect to be made on the account kept with the purchaser, and
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thereupon said land shall be forfeited to the State, without the necessity of
re-entry, or judicial ascertainment, and shall revert to the particular fund
to which it originally belonged. and be resold under the provisions of this
act or any future law: Provided, If any purchaser shall die, his heirs or
legal representatives shall have one year in which to make payment after
the first of August next after such death; and if any purchaser shall fail to
reside upon and improve in good faith the land purchased by him, hoe shall
forfeit said land and all payments made thereon to the State, and such land
shall bo again for sale, as if no such sale and forfeiture had occurred; or if
he shall fail to muke the proof of ocenpancy within the time and in tho
manner preseribed by thoe regulations of the Commissioner of the Gencral
Land Office, as provided for in scction (9) nine of this act, he shall in like
manner forfeit the land and all payments thercon to the State:  And provided
Surther, That nothing in this section contained shall be construed to inhibit
the State from instituting such legsl proceedings as may bo necessary to
enforce such forfeiture, or to protect any other right to such land, which
suits may bo mstituted by the Attorney-General, under the direction of the
Governor, in the proper court of the county in which the land lies, or in
the District Court of Travis County, and jurisdiction of such causes is
horeby expressly couferred on said courts,
+ 8ro. 12, The Commissioner of the General Land Office shall retain in
his custody as records of his office all applications, affidavits, obligations,
and all other papors reluting to sales of suid lands, and shall cause to bo
kept accurate accounts with each purchaser. Al purchase money due
upon lauds, as well as acerued interest, and all other moneys avising from the
sales or leases of snid Innds, shall be paid by the purchaser or lesses direct
to the Lreasurer of the State, who shall also cause an accurate account to
be kept with each purchaser, and who shall execute duplicate receipts for
all sums of money paid to him under the provisions of this act, one of which
receipts shall be delivered to the purchaser, or his agent, and the other
transmitted to the Commissioner of the General Land Office.
Ske. 13. The Commissioner of the Genoral Land Office shall adopt
such regulations for the sale of the timber on timher lands as wmay bhe
deemned necessary and judicious, such regulations to be subject to the ap-

- proval of the Governor. Such timber shall not be sold for less than five

dollars per acre cash, except in such cases as the Cominissioner may ascer-
tain by definite examination of a State agent that any particular section is
aparsely timbered or contains timber of but little value, in which case he
shall be aunthorized to sell the timber on said section at the hest price on
the best terms practicable:  Provided, Such timber is sold at not less than
two_dollars per acre; and in no case shall less than one section of timbered
land be sold to any purchaser, except in enses of fractional sections, which
may be sold under the provisions of this act: Provided, That the pur-
chaser shall have three years from the date of his purchase within which
to remove the timber therefrom; and in case of failure so to do, such timboer
shall be forfeited to the Stato without judicial ascortainment.

Ske. 14, The public lands, and all lands belonging to the public free
school, asylum, or university funds, shail be leased by the Commissioner
of the General Land.Office in accordance with the provisions of this act.
Such leases shall be for a term of not more than five years, and the lesseo
shall pay an annual rental of four cents an acre for all pasture lands leased,
which rental shall be paid each yecar in advance, the first payment to be
made at the time the lease is executed; and if at the termination of the
leagesuch land is still subject to lease, the lessee or lessees thereof, whose
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term of lease is expired, shall have the refusal of such land as he has been
leasing, on tho terms and at the price that-may be fixed therefor by the
Commissioner of the General Linnd Office.  All lenses shall be executed un.
dor the hand and seal of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and
ghall be delivered to the lessee or his duly authorized agent, and such lease
shall not take offect until the first annual rent is paid and the lease is duly
filed for record in the couity where the land lies, or to which it may be
attached for judicial purposes, and it shall not be necessary for the Com-
missioner to acknowledge such lease beforo the same is placed on record.

Sro. 15. Any person desiring to lease any portion of the public lands,
or the lands belonging to the soveral funds mentioned in this act, shall
make application in writing to the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, specifying and describing the particular lands he desires to lease;
and thereupon the Commissioner, if satisfied that the lands applied for sre
not in immediate demand for purposes of actual settlement, and that such
lands can be leased without detriment to the puablic interest, shall notify
tho applicant in writing that his proposition to lease is accepted; and there-
upon he shall execute and deliver to the lesseo, and in the name and by
the authority of the State, a Jense of said land for such term as may be
agreed upon, and deliver the san.c io such lessee, when satisfied that the
lessee has paid to the Treasurer of the State the rent for one year in aa-
vance. No lands classified as grazing land under this act shall be subject
to sale during the existence of such lease, and the possession thereof by the
lessee shall not be disturbed during the term of such lease so long as the
rents are paid promptly in advance cach year as required by this act. The
lands classified as agricultural lands which may be lensed under this act,
shall bo leased subject to sale as provided by this act, and whenever such
lonsed lands may be purchased the lessee shall give immediato possession to
snch purchaser: Prowvided, That the lessce shall have a pro rate credit upon
his next year's rent, or the money refunded to him by the Treasurer, as he
may elect: Provided, That no such sale shall be permitted where such lessee
shall have previously placed improvements of the value of one hundred
dollars upon such section of land so sought to be purchased: And provided
Jurther, That no actual settler who shall purchase land within auy leasehold
shall be permitted to turn loose more than ono head of cattle or horses for
every ten acres of land purchased by him and unenclosed, or, in lieu thereaf,
four head of sheep or goats to evory ten acres of land so purchssed and
unenclosed. Each violation of the provisions of this act which restricts
the number of stock that may be turned loose on lands lensed from the
State shall be an offense, and the offender on conviction shall be punished
by fine of not less than one dollar for each head of stock he may so turn
loose, and each thirty days violation of the provisions of this section shall
constitute a separate offense.

Src. 16. All lessees shall pay the annual rents due for leased lands
directly to the Treasurer of the State, who shall execute receipts in dupli-
cate for each payment made by any lessce, one of which receipts shall
be delivered to the lessee, and the other transmitted to the Comnissioner
of the General Land Oflice. The Treasurer shall causa to be kept an aceu-
rate account with each lessee, and the Commissioner of the General Land
Office shall file in his office all applications and other papers relating to
leases, and keep a record of all leases made, which papers shall constitute a
part of the records of his office.

Sec. 17. If any lessec shall fail to pay the annual rent due in advance
for any year, within sixty days after such rent shall bceome due, the Com.



20th Leg. 1887]  General Laws of Texas. 89

missioner of the General Liand Office may. declare such leaso cancelled, by
& writing under his hand and seal of offico, which writing shall bo filed with
the papers relating,to such lease, and thereupon said lease shall immedi-
atoly terminate, and the lands so leased shall become subject to purchase or
lease, as the Commissioner may determine for the best interest of the Stato,
And during the continuance of all leases, and after forfeiture, tho Stato
shall have a lien upon all the property upon the leased premises to securs
the payment of all rents due, which lien shall be prior and superior to all
other liens whatsoever, and it shall not be essential to the preservation or
validity of such lion that it shall be reserved in the instrument of lense.

Sec. 18. It shall be unlawful for any person to fence, uso, occupy or
appropriate, by herding or line-riding, any portion of the public lands
of the State, or of tho lands belonging to any particular fund spoci.
fied in this act, without having first obtained a lease of such lands in accord.
ance with the provisions of this act. Any person, whether owner of stock,
manager, agont, employe, or servant, who shall fence, use, occupy, or ap-
propriate, by herd'ng or line-riding, any portion of such lands without a
lense thereof, shall be deomed guilty of a iisdemeanor, and shall, upon
conviction, be fined not less than one hundred nor more .than one thousand
dollars, and in addition thereto shall be imprisoned 1n the county jail for a
pericd of not less than three months nor more than two years. Each day
of such fencing, using, occupying, or appropriating, by herding or line-
riding, shall bo deemed a separate offense, and any person so offending
may be prosecuted, by indictment or information, in the proper court of the
county where any portion of the land lies or to which it may be attached
for judicial purposes, or in the county of Travis, and jurisdiction of such
offenses is hereby vested in said courts; and in case any indictment or
information is preferred or filed against a non.resident of this Stato
for a violation of this section, it shall be the duty of the Governor to
demand the extradition of tho defendant from the proper officer of any
State or Territory where he may be found, in order that he may be brought
to trial.  “Fencing,” within the meaning of this act, is the ercction »f any
structure of wood, wire, or both, or any other material intended to prevent,
the pnssage of cattle, horses, mules, asses, sheop, goats, or hogs, whother
the same shall enclose lands on all sides or be erected on one or more sides,
Any uppropriation of land belonging to any particular fund specified in
this act, or of the public lands of this State, without first having obtained
o lease thereof, by fencing of any kind, or by enclosures consisting partly of
fencing and partly of natural obstacles, or impediments to the passage of
live stock, shall be deemed an unlawful appropriation, punishable a3 provi.
ded in this section. for appropriating such lands, and each day said land is
so appropriated shall be deemed a separate offense,

Src. 19.  Tho provisions of this act as set forth in tho preceding sec-
tion, shall not apply to persons who are moving, or gathering, or holding
for shipment any stock mentioned in said article: Provided, The said por-
sons have not erected any fence on such lands, or continue on said lands
longer than one week.

Sro. 20.  All enclosures of or fences upon any portion of the public
lands, or the lands belonging to the public fres school, asylum, or uni-
versity funds, without lawful authority, shall be removed within sixty days
from the time this act shall take effect. If the Governor is informed at any
time, upon the aflidavit of some credible person, that any portion of the
public lands, or lands belonging to the public free school, asylum, or uni-
versity funds, have been enclosed, or that fences have been orected thoreon,
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without authority of law, he is authorized, in his discretion, to direct the
Attorney-General to institute suit in the name of the State for the recovery
of such land, and-damages for the use and occupation of such land, and the
removal of such enclosures and fences. Such suit may be instituted in the
district court of any county where the land, or a portion thereof, is situa.
ted, or in the District Court of Travis County; and upon application of the
Attorney-General, and without affidavit or bond, the clerk of the court in
which suit is instituted shall issue a writ of sequestration, directed to any
sheriff of the Stato of Texus, commanding and' requiring such officer to take
such land and all property thereon into his actual custody, and the same
hold subject to the fnrther orders of the court. Such writ of sequestration
may bo exccuted by any sheriff of the State into whose hands it may be de-
livered, and it shall be the duty of any shoriff into whose hands it may
come, to proceed and execute such writ, and the Governor is required, in
his discretion, to furnish such sheriff with the necessary force of volunteer
militia or other military forco of the State to accomplish the purposes of
the writ and to execute the process of the court. The defendant in such
writ may replevy, as in ordinary cases, by giving bond as prescribed by
law, and such cases shall have precedence on the docket, and stand for
trial hoforoe all other causes; and in case judgment is recovered by the State
in such su’s the conrt shall order such enclosures or fences to be removed,
and shall tax tho costs of suit, including the cost of the military force, if any,
against the defendant . and all the property found upon the land belonging
to the defendant shal” be linble for such costs and damages in addition to
the personal liability of the defendant. Appeals may be prosecuted from
all judgments in suceh eases, as in ordinary cases, except that the State shall
not be reguired to give bond to perfect its appeal, and such cases on appeal
shall have precedence over all other causes, '

Seo. 21, It shall be unlawful for any person oi corporation who may
have used any of the lands, by joining fences or otherwise, to build or
maintain more than three miles lineal measure of fence, running in the
same general direction, without a gateway in same, which gateway must be
at least ten feet wide, and shall not be locked or kept closed so as to obstruct
free ingress and egress: Provided, Thut all persons who have fences already
constructed in violation of the provisions of this act shall have two months
from the timo this act takes effect within which to conform with the pro-
visions hereof: Provided further, If any person or persons shall build or,
maintain more than three miles linenl measure running in the same direc-
tion, without providing such gateway, he shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
deraeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not less than two
hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and-cach'day that such
fence remains without such gateway shall constituto and be punished as a
separato offense: Provided further, That the construction of gates as provided
for in this section shall apply only to pasture lands: Provided further, When
herds of cattle, horses, sheep, or goats are driven through this State from
one place to another place in this State, and it becomes necessary for such
stock to pass through any enclosed pasture of any person who has leased
any of the aforesaid lands, such lessee of such enclosure shall permit such
stock to pass through such pasture: Provided, The owner of such stock so
driven through any such enclosure shall move the same as expeditiously
and with as little delay as practicable through such enclosure,

Seo. 22, The Cominissioner of the General Land Office, undor the
direction of the Governor, may withhold from lease any agricultural lands
necessary for purposes of settlement, or, in his discretion, he may lease such
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agricultural lands in small quantities for a less period than five years, as the
public interest and development of the country may seem to require; and
no agricultural lands sliall be leased if in the judgment of the Commissioner
they may be in immediate demand for sottlement, but such lands shall
be held for settloment and sold to actual settlers only, under the provisions
of this act; and all sections or fractions of sections in all counties organized
prior to the first day of January, 1875, except El Paso, Pecos, and Presi-
dio Counties, which sections are detuched and isolated from other public
lands, may be sold to any purchaser except to a corporation, at not less
than two dollars per acre, upon such terms as the Commissioner of the
General Land Office may prescribe.

Sec. 23. The sum of eighty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as
inay bo necessary, is hereby appropriated, out of the several funds belong-
ing to the public free schools, asylums, and university, to pay the exponses
of executing this act, which sum shall be apportioned between said funds
according to their respective interests and the work necessary to be done,
and shall be expended by the Commissionor of the General Land Office,
with the approval and under the direction of tho Governor.

Seo, 24. Leascholds created under the provisions of this act shall be
exempt from all taxation.

Sko. 25, Nothing in this act shall be construed to impsir, interfere
with, or in any manner affect any lease or sale, or the rights growing out
of the same, made under former laws, of the lands herein referred to:
Provided, That uny person or persons who have heretofore leased lands from
this State at prices fixed by the Land Board, and whose leases are not yet
oxpired, shall have their rental for the remnainder of their unexpired term
reduced to the prices charged under this bill for the lease of similar lands.

Sec. 26. All laws and parts of laws 1n conflict with this act are hereby
repealed; and the Secrotary of the Land Board is hereby authorized and
directed immediately upon the passage and approval of this act to deposit
with the Commissioner of the General Land Office all the books, papers,
and records belonging to or pertaining to said Land Board, and such books,
papers, and records shall hereafter constitute a part of the records of the
General Land Office.

Approved, April 1, 1887,

CORPORATIONS FOR DEEP WATER CHANNELS,

Bre. Brc.
1. Amends Title 20, Revised Civll Statutes, by add- 2. Emergency clause,
tng Chapter 14 i

CHAP. 100.—[8. B. No, 116.] An Act to mnend Tittle 20 of the Revised Civil Stututes
of the Swto of Toxus, entitled Privato Corporations, by udding another chupter thereto,
to be styled Chapter Fourteen, authorizing the construction, owning, and operating deep
wator channels and docks,

SeorioN 1. Be i enacted by the Legtsluture of the State of Texas: That
Title 20, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texds, be and the
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER FOURTEEN,

Article 644a. This title shall embrace and include the creation of pri-
vate corporations for the purpose of constructing, owning, and operating
deep water channels from the waters of the Gulf of Mexico along and across
any of the bays on the coast of this State to the mainland, for the purposes
of navigation and transportation, and for the construction, owning, and op-
orating docks on the coast of this State for the protection and accommoda.



